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History of The Samizdat Movement in Eastern Europe, 1953-1992

Transcribed by R. Pavellas from the wall display at the Budapest Museum, April 2004

The Soviet Union

Poland

Czechoslovakia

German Democratric Republic

Hungary

March 5-Death of Stalin

First volume of surrealist anthology
"Object”

June 17: Uprising in Berlin and other
cities

First "Exercise-books" with poetry by
Nikolai Glazkov who invented the term
"Samizdat"

Last 44 titles of the "Midnight Edition" (in
operation since 1949) -- forerunner of
Czech samizdat

February 25: XX Congress of of the
CPSU. Secret speech of Khruschev.
Beginning of de-stalinization and thaw

Wave of strikes and unrest in Poznan

October 23: Beginning of revolution

November 4: Soviet tropps enter
hungary

Nobel Prize for literature for Boris
Pasternak ("Doctor Zhivago"); Pasternak
forced to refuse the prize

June 16: Execution of Imre Nagy and his
fellow martyrs

"Lianosovo group” of independent artists
and poets established in Moscow

"Sintaksis” - first Russian Samizdat

August 13: Construction on the Berlin
Wall begins. It first consisted of barbed
wire, later replaced by concret.

Aleksandrs Solzhenitsyn's "A Day in the
Life of Ivan Denisovi¢ published

Catholic Clubs closed

Kruschev's visit to "Manage" exhibition in
Moscow leads to ban of modern art

Collection of texts by forbidden authors
circulate in Leningrad (Be-Ta "publishing
house")

Kafka conference near Prague
("Alienation in Socialism")

March 13:losif Brodski sentenced to five
years in forced labour camp (released in
Autumn 1965)

Open letter from 34 Polish writers and
scientists to Prime Minister Cyrankiewicz
protesting against censorship

First of a sereies of street performances
by artist Milan Knizak

SMOG, group of imdependent artists
and writers, founded in Moscow

Open letter from Jack Kuron and Karol
Modzelewski to the party protesting
against anti-democratic party-state
control of the whole society
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The Soviet Union

Poland

Czechoslovakia

German Democratric Republic

Hungary

February 12: First trial against writers -
Andrei Sinyavskii and Juli Daniel
sentenced to 7 and 5 years in prison
camps for publishing their books abroad

Opposition group "Ruch” demands
freedom of speech

Petition asking for rehabilitation of
Crimean Tartars signed by 130,000
people

Solzhenicyn's (sic) letter to Ivth
Congress of Soviet Writers criticizing
censorship

January: Writers Aleksandr Ginzberg
and Juri Galanskov sentenced to 7 years
in prosin camps for compiling and
disseminating the "White Book" on the
Sinyavskii and Daniel case

Mrch: Student demonstrations against
ban on Mickiewicz' "Forefathers' Eve" at
Warsaw National Theatre

Alexannder Dubgek declares "Socialism
with a human face”

First issue of bulletin "Chronicle of
Current Affairs”

August 21: Warsaw Pact troops invade
Czechoslovakia, end of "Prague Spring"

Tartars call for right to return to Crimea

May 28: "Action Committee for the
Defense of Human Rights in the USSR"
founded

Wave of strikes in Szczecin and Gdansk

August 21: last mass protests against
occupation

Private seminars of the "Lukécs School"

"10 Points" --petition against occupation

"Facts, Remarks, Events" -- first
Samizdat periodical

October: Nobel Prize for literature for
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

Wave of strikes in Szczecin and Gdansk

First chapel exhibitions in Balantonbaglar
(which continued until 1973)

Artist llya Kabakov completes first
"album”

Nationalistic underground journal "Vece"
begins circulation -- in operation until
1974

First Samizdat publishing house,
"Friendly Texts," founded

Jazz Section -- future organizer of
unofficial cultutal activities -- begins
operation with state permission

January: Memorandum by 17,000
Lithuanian citizens criticizing lack of
religious rights sent to Brezhnev

Private gallery "Andres" founded in £édz

"Padlock Edition", the best-known
underground project, begins operation,
publishing nearly 400 book titles by 1989

Varlan Salamov's "Kolyma Stories" about|
the Gulag completed

Term "sco-art” coined in connection with
'works by Komar and Melamid
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The Soviet Union

Poland

Czechoslovakia

German Democratric Republic

Hungary

First Samizdat publications by individual
writers

Philosophers' trial: members of the
Lukacs school" removed from their jobs
and expelled from the party.

October: trial of Miklés Haraszti for his
work "A Worker in a Worker's State"

January: Solzhenitsyn's "Gulag
Archipelago” published in Paris

"Mr. Cogito" by Zbigniew Herbert
provokes discussion about resistance
against political discrimination

Jiirgen Schweinebraden's private gallery
established in East Berlin (in operation
until 1980)

Gyorgy Konrad and IvanSzelényi write
"The Road of the Intelligencia to Class
Power", not deliberately intended for
public circulation

Solzhenitsyn's programmatic essay "Not
to live in a lie"

"Expedition Press" and "Quarto Press"
founded. Some 40 "presses” established
in the 1970s/1980s

Trial of rock groups "Plastic People of
the Universe” and "OG 307"

November 16: Singer Wolf Biermann
expelled from East Germany during his
stay in German Federal Republic

Circulation of first typewritten samizdat
texts, with writings by Andras Hegeds,
Janos Kis and Gyorgy Bence

First performance of Vlaste
Chramostova's "Living Room Theatre" (in
operation until 1980)

First issue of Roksi", a journal for rock
music, appears in Leningrad

"Movement for the Defence of Human
and Civil Rights" (ROPCIO) founded

January: Charta 77 founded

June 30: Rudolf Bahro sentenced to
prison for his book "The Alternative”,
published in the West in 1977

"Profil" - collection of text refused by
official journals (presumably not fitting
their "profile")

Underground publishing house "NOWA"
begins its activities

March: death of philosopher and Charta
77 spokesman Jan Patocka after police
interrogation

"Marx in the Fourth Decade” -
questionnaire about relevance of
Marxism

Declaration of solidarity with
Czechoslovakia Charta 77 signed by 34
intellectuals

October 16: Cardinal Karol Wojtyla
elected Pope

First issue of bulltetin "Information about
Charta 77", in operation until 1990

Underground "Free University" set up in
Budapest

"Flying Universities" (TKN) founded

Foundation of VONS, Committee for the
defense of the unjustly persecuted: more
than 1,000 "statements" published by
1989

"Worker", forerunner of Solidarnos¢
press, appears as an underground
publication

Vaclav Havel's "programmatic essay
"The Power of the Powerless”

First issue of "Transponans”, a journal
for experimental literature and art

"Little Apocalypse" by Tadeusz Konwicki

October-November: trial against leading
signatories of Charta 77 and VONS

"Blues masses" combining music, liturgy
and symbolic protest against the state,
with the participation of hundreds of
young people in East Berlin churches

Renewed declaration of solidarity with
Charta 77 in connection with the political
trials in Prague; birth of the Hungarian
democratic opposition

Foundation of the Fund for the Support
of the Poor (SZETA)
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The Soviet Union

Poland

Czechoslovakia

German Democratric Republic

Hungary

August: Strikes of shipyard workers in
Gdansk

Beginning of "Peace Decade" declared
by Protestant Church

Publication of "In Memoriam Istvan Bibd,
with contributions from 76 authors

"Solidarnos¢” founded

About 1,500 journals, newspapers and
trade union publications in circulation

Nobel prize for Literature awarded
Czeslaw Milosz

"Interference Channel", one of numerous
cultural maganzines to appear in
Leningrad

December 13: Declaration of Martial
Law

"Courtyards 81" - group exhibition of
unofficial Czech art

Peace movement formed (symbol
"swords into ploughs")

First issue of influential journal "Besz&l6 -
27 issues published before 1989

Appearance of MANI, "Moscow Archive
of New Art"

Quarterly "Critical almanach" appears.
More than 100 magazines in 1970s and
1980s

December: foundation of AB Publishing
House in Budapest (modelled on Polish
NOWA)

Beginning of "Magnitizdat" for rock music
-- distribution of tapes with concert
recordings

"Samizdat boutique" opened at Laszlé
Rajk's flat in Galamb street

Leningrad Jewish journal "Lea" founded

Art Exhibitions in churches

First issue of Slovak journal "Religion
and the Present" -- 34 issues printed
until 1989

February: "Peace Forum" founded

Foundation of the Hitel Press, then ABC
Independent Press

Production of artists’ books and journals
in autonomous circles

First independent cultural journals

December: official annulment of martial
law

Nobel Prize for Peace awarded to Lech
Walesa

Gallery H. first and only private gallery in
Czechoslovakia, founded in Kostelec,
near Prague

Ecological group Danube Circle founded
to express opposition to Danube dam

Georgy Krassé's Hungarian October
Press formed

Establishment of new samizdat
publication "Hirmondé ("Telegraph")

October: Nobel Proze for literature
awarded to Jaroslav Seifert

"Partitioned Art" private gallery founded
in Leipzig

The inconnu group opens the Artery
Gallery

March: Mikhail Gorbachev becomes
Secretary General of CPSU; beginning
of "Perestrioka”

"Silent Cinema" private film festival in
Lodz

First exhibition in semi-official "Opatov"
Gellery

14-16 June: Meeting in Monor with the
participation of various opposition groups
and influential intellectuals

"Touches and Connection” - first issue of
the catalogue of unofficial Slovak art(12
issues appeared until 1989)

Alternative Cultural Forum in Budapest

Foundation of Aramlat (Current)
Independent Press and the "Catalyst"
Office
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The Soviet Union

Poland

Czechoslovakia

German Democratric Republic

Hungary

Periodicals "Borderline Case" and
Ecological Newspaper" established

5-6 December: "About 56 in 86" —
unofficial conference to celebrate the
30th anniversary of the 1956 Revolution

The Environmental Library founded in
East Berlin

Civic movement "Initiative for Peace and
Human Rights" founded

First issue of "Glasnost", one of many
semi-official political journals of the
Gorbachev era

Petition for religious freedom signed by
about 600,000 people

Grass-roots movement "Church from
Below" founded

First meeting in Laktelek: beginnings of
organization of Hungarian Democratic
Forum

Revival of pre-war "People’s Paper” as
monthly journal

"Kadar has to leave" in Social Contract
was published in Beszélo

First mass demonstrations held on
"national anniversaries"

Numerous informal groups founded

"Orange Alternative” street happenings
in several towns with thousands of
participants

March 25: first "torchlight demonstration”
in Slovakia

Network of Free Initiatives founded

March: Federation of Young Democrats
(Fidesz) founded

Establishment of the Democraic Union of
Academic Employees

September: Founding of Hungarian
Democratic Forum (MDF)

Founding of the Alliance of Free
Democrats

September: Demonstration against
Danube dam, with about 30,000
participants

Feb-April: "Round Table" negotiates end
of communist rule

November 17: Mass demonstrations
force communist leaders to resign

Mass demonstrations in various cities
(e.g., "Monday demonstrations” in
Leipzig)

April: "round table" negotiations between
Hungarian Socialist Workers' Party
(MSZMP) and democratic opposition

June 1: free elections -- victory of
Solidarity. Marowiecki becomes prime
minister

December 28: Vaclav Havel elected
president

June 16: reburial of Imre Nagy and his
fellow martyrs

October 23:announcement of the
formation of the Hungarian Republic

German reunification

April: General elections - end of
communist rule

Collapse of USSR





